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INTRODUCTION

1. Following an evaluation of the implementation of the first generation PRSF (2002-2006), the Government
adopted, for the 2007-2011 period, the Growth and Poverty Reduction Strategy Framework (GPRSF)
document which aims at achieving an average annual growth rate of 7% so as to significantly reduce
poverty and accelerate progress towards achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDG).
This objective is reaffirmed in the Economic and Social Development Project (PDES) of the President of
the Republic, which reflects the political will and commitment to operationalize the Growth and Poverty
Reduction Strategy Framework.

2. To achieve this overall goal, an Accelerated Growth Strategy (accompanied by an action plan) for the
2008-2012 period was prepared and presented to the 6 Donor Round Table Conference of Mali held on
12 and 13 June 2008 in Bamako.

3. The conference was an opportunity for the Government and its partners to discuss strategies and policies
that need to be implemented to reduce poverty and create favourable conditions for effective economic
take-off. The partners undertook to support Mali in efforts to achieve the strategic policies and priorities
defined by the Government. The conference recorded pledges for financing over the 2008-2012 period
amounting to CFAF 3 215 billion or US$ 6.4 billion to cover the financing requirements of the PDES -
GPRSF - MDG.

4.The Accelerated Growth Strategy, which maintains macroeconomic stability and pursues structural
reforms, is based on: (i) improvement of governance and renewal of public action, (i) development of
the productive sectors, in particular agriculture, (iii) pursuance of the basic infrastructure expansion
programme, (iv) private sector development, and (v) increased investment in human resources.

5. The implementation of measures to accelerate growth, backed by improvement of primary production and
enhancement of food security, will significantly reduce poverty, particularly in rural areas, and initiate the
country’s socio-economic takeoff.

6. Although 2008, the second year of GPRSF implementation, was marked by a peaceful national socio-
political climate, it ended in a difficult international environment, marked by the food, energy and
financial crises that led to severe world recession. The economic situation, which was generally
unfavourable, reduced socioeconomic performance, and the set goals were not achieved as expected.

7. Despite the food and energy crises which hit hard on the country, economic growth in 2008 was higher
than in 2007, but remained below the set annual growth target.

8. Accordingly, the economic growth rate stood at 5.2% in 2008 as against 4.3% in 2007, representing 0.9%
rise in comparison to 2007 and 1.2% below the 2008 annual target (6.4%).

9. In light of the foregoing, the macroeconomic framework was updated to allow for adjustment of activities
required for achieving the basic goals of the GPRSF by 2011 and the MDGs by 2015.

10. This report concerns the implementation of the Growth and Poverty Reduction Strategy Framework
(GPRSF) in 2008. It analyzes the major results achieved in 2008, and reviews the problems and
constraints encountered, as well as solutions and prospects over the next three years. Lastly, it is a
summary of the reports of the four thematic GPRSF groups, which give more details concerning the
implementation of sector policies and strategies, the budget implementation status, the problems and
constraints, as well as the solutions and prospects. It is the outcome of broad-based consultation

©lnternational Monetary Fund. Not for Redistribution



